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TAGS: TECH, IN 

SUBJECT: TARAPUR 

1 . DECEMBER 21, STATE (KRATZER), ACDA AND ERDA REPS HAD 
INFORMAL MEETING WITH NRC TO REVIEW STATE OF PLAY ON 
TARAPUR DISCUSSIONS. ON NRC SIDE, ONLY THREE COMMISSIONERS 
WERE PRESENT AS ROWDEN WAS OUT OF COUNTRY. 

2. KRATZER REVIEWED COURSE OF DISCUSSIONS SO FAR, NOTING 
THAT IT WAS NOW CLEAR GOI WAS PREPARED IN PRINCIPLE TO 
RETURN SPENT FUEL FROM TARAPUR TO THE US. KRATZER 
INDICATED THAT NO AGREEMENT WAS YET REACHED ON FINANCING. 

HOWEVER, ERDA NOW FELT THAT OPTIONS OTHER THAN 
BUYBACK (BECAUSE OF TECHNICAL AND FINANCIAL DISADVANTAGES 
OF THIS APPROACH) SHOULD BE CONSIDERED ON USG SIDE. BRIEF 
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DISCUSSION FOLLOWED ON POSSIBLE ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS 
SUGGESTED BY ERDA-EXPANDED STORAGE OF FUEL IN INDIA, 
INTERNATIONALIZATION OF REPROCESSING PLANT, ETC. BUT NO 
CONCLUSIONS REACHED. 

3. REVIEW OF SITUATION WAS PRELIMINARY IN NATURE AND IT 

WAS AGREED THAT STATE, ERDA AND ACDA REPS WOULD MEET AGAIN 
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WITH NRC DURING FIRST WEEK OF JANUARY WHEN ROWDEN WOULD 
BE BACK AND ALSO WHEN ERDA WOULD BE ABLE TO PRESENT ITS 

VIEWS IN MORE DETAILED FASHION. ONE POINT ON WHICH ALL 
HANDS APPEARED TO AGREE WAS NEED FOR EARLY USG DECISION 
ON PENDING LICENSE. KRATZER REPORTED THAT USG EXPERTS 
HAD ESTABLISHED DURING VISIT TO INDIA LAST SUMMER THAT 
ADDITIONAL FUEL SUPPLY WAS NEEDED AT FABRICATING PLANT 
NO LATER THAN MAY 1977. 

KISSINGER 
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